
‭September‬‭15th,‬‭2023.‬

‭Dear‬‭Mayor‬‭and‬‭City‬‭Councillors,‬

‭Although‬ ‭I‬ ‭currently‬ ‭live‬ ‭in‬ ‭Kitchener,‬ ‭for‬ ‭many‬ ‭years‬ ‭I‬ ‭lived‬ ‭in‬ ‭Cambridge‬ ‭and‬ ‭have‬ ‭often‬
‭proudly‬‭referred‬‭to‬‭it‬‭as‬‭my‬‭hometown.‬‭My‬‭youth‬‭brims‬‭with‬‭memories‬‭at‬‭places‬‭like‬‭Churchill‬‭or‬
‭Soper‬‭Park‬‭and‬‭the‬‭Riverbluffs.‬‭I‬‭treasure‬‭these‬‭places.‬

‭I‬ ‭am‬ ‭writing‬ ‭today‬ ‭with‬ ‭respect‬ ‭to‬ ‭Item‬ ‭10.2:‬ ‭“Preventing‬ ‭the‬ ‭forced‬ ‭removal‬ ‭of‬ ‭unhoused‬
‭persons‬‭during‬‭extreme‬‭weather‬‭events”‬‭on‬‭the‬‭agenda‬‭for‬‭the‬‭Cambridge‬‭City‬‭Council‬‭Meeting‬
‭on‬ ‭September‬ ‭23rd,‬ ‭2025.‬ ‭This‬ ‭issue‬ ‭is‬ ‭important‬ ‭to‬ ‭me,‬ ‭as‬ ‭I‬ ‭was‬ ‭myself‬ ‭once‬ ‭a‬ ‭homeless‬
‭youth.‬

‭The‬ ‭City‬ ‭of‬ ‭Cambridge’s‬ ‭ongoing‬ ‭approach‬ ‭to‬‭encampments‬‭imposes‬‭an‬‭increased‬‭risk‬‭to‬‭the‬
‭health‬ ‭and‬ ‭safety‬ ‭of‬ ‭many‬ ‭vulnerable‬ ‭residents.‬ ‭By‬ ‭initiating‬ ‭encampment‬ ‭evictions‬ ‭during‬
‭periods‬‭of‬‭extreme‬‭weather,‬‭there‬‭is‬‭a‬‭display‬‭of‬‭clear‬‭disregard‬‭for‬‭public‬‭health‬‭guidance‬‭and‬
‭the‬‭well-being‬‭of‬‭City‬‭of‬‭Cambridge‬‭community‬‭members.‬

‭​This‬ ‭summer,‬ ‭I‬ ‭witnessed‬ ‭the‬ ‭destruction‬ ‭of‬ ‭some‬ ‭of‬ ‭these‬ ‭people’s‬ ‭homes‬ ‭and‬ ‭possessions‬
‭myself.‬ ‭Some‬ ‭may‬ ‭say‬ ‭that‬ ‭this‬ ‭destruction‬ ‭was‬ ‭not‬ ‭an‬ ‭eviction.‬ ‭Irrespective‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭wording‬
‭selected,‬ ‭the‬ ‭fact‬ ‭remains‬ ‭that‬ ‭visible‬ ‭enforcement‬ ‭actions‬ ‭and‬ ‭municipally-led‬ ‭displacement‬
‭efforts‬‭occurred.‬

‭As‬ ‭reported‬ ‭by‬ ‭local‬ ‭media‬‭,‬ ‭the‬ ‭Federal‬ ‭Housing‬ ‭Advocate‬ ‭wrote‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭City‬ ‭of‬‭Cambridge‬‭to‬
‭express‬ ‭concern‬ ‭with‬ ‭the‬ ‭treatment‬ ‭of‬ ‭people‬ ‭living‬ ‭in‬ ‭encampments‬ ‭during‬ ‭heat‬ ‭waves‬ ‭this‬
‭summer,‬‭specifically‬‭the‬‭issuing‬‭of‬‭eviction‬‭notices‬‭during‬‭heat‬‭waves.‬

‭I​t‬‭is‬‭entirely‬‭reasonable—and‬‭even‬‭necessary—to‬‭expect‬‭that‬‭the‬‭City‬‭of‬‭Cambridge‬‭adhere‬‭to‬
‭a‬ ‭Human‬ ‭Rights‬ ‭Approach‬ ‭in‬ ‭its‬ ‭policies‬ ‭and‬ ‭actions,‬ ‭particularly‬ ‭when‬ ‭responding‬ ‭to‬
‭homelessness‬ ‭and‬ ‭housing‬ ‭insecurity.‬ ‭This‬ ‭expectation‬ ‭is‬ ‭not‬ ‭arbitrary;‬ ‭it‬ ‭is‬ ‭grounded‬ ‭in‬ ‭a‬
‭framework‬‭already‬‭endorsed‬‭by‬‭our‬‭local‬‭housing‬‭service‬‭managers‬‭(The‬‭Region‬‭of‬‭Waterloo),‬
‭reflected‬‭in‬‭Canada's‬‭ratification‬‭of‬‭multiple‬‭United‬‭Nations‬‭human‬‭rights‬‭treaties,‬‭and‬‭supported‬
‭by‬‭so‬‭many‬‭expert‬‭recommendations‬‭and‬‭academic‬‭research‬‭publications.‬

‭Upholding‬‭human‬‭rights‬‭is‬‭not‬‭only‬‭a‬‭legal‬‭and‬‭ethical‬‭obligation‬‭—it‬‭is‬‭also‬‭in‬‭the‬‭best‬‭interest‬‭of‬
‭our‬ ‭community.‬ ‭A‬ ‭rights-based‬‭approach‬‭promotes‬‭dignity,‬‭equity,‬‭and‬‭long-term‬‭well-being‬‭for‬
‭all‬ ‭residents,‬ ‭and‬ ‭it‬ ‭offers‬ ‭a‬ ‭more‬ ‭sustainable‬ ‭set‬ ‭of‬ ‭outcomes‬ ‭than‬ ‭reactive‬ ‭or‬ ‭punitive‬
‭measures‬

‭During‬‭extreme‬‭weather‬‭events‬‭like‬‭heat‬‭waves,‬‭the‬‭City‬‭of‬‭Cambridge‬‭could‬‭also‬‭simply‬‭forgo‬
‭forcing‬‭eviction‬‭under‬‭these‬‭bylaws,‬‭even‬‭if‬‭it‬‭is‬‭not‬‭willing‬‭to‬‭explicitly‬‭permit‬‭the‬‭encampments‬
‭themselves.‬ ‭Choosing‬ ‭not‬ ‭to‬ ‭enforce‬ ‭displacement‬ ‭is‬ ‭not‬ ‭the‬ ‭same‬ ‭as‬ ‭condoning‬‭their‬‭use‬‭of‬
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‭the‬ ‭spaces‬ ‭and‬ ‭could‬ ‭at‬ ‭least‬ ‭avoid‬ ‭layering‬ ‭on‬ ‭further‬ ‭harm,‬ ‭disruption,‬ ‭and‬ ‭trauma‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬
‭individuals‬‭who‬‭are‬‭already‬‭in‬‭highly‬‭vulnerable‬‭situations.‬

‭Forcing‬‭displacement‬‭disrupts‬‭critically‬‭needed‬‭services‬‭and‬‭provisions,‬‭creating‬‭new‬‭barriers‬‭to‬
‭service‬‭access‬‭and‬‭housing‬‭following‬‭relocation.‬‭Evictions‬‭deplete‬‭local‬‭available‬‭resources‬‭that‬
‭could‬‭instead‬‭be‬‭redirected‬‭toward‬‭other‬‭areas‬‭by‬‭all‬‭involved.‬

‭Navigating‬ ‭these‬ ‭situations‬ ‭in‬ ‭crisis‬ ‭moments‬ ‭can‬ ‭be,‬ ‭quite‬ ‭frankly,‬ ‭re-donkey-ulous.‬ ‭Taking‬
‭action‬ ‭to‬ ‭strengthen‬ ‭this‬ ‭coordination‬ ‭is‬ ‭essential‬ ‭for‬ ‭our‬ ‭community‬ ‭to‬ ‭respond‬ ‭effectively.‬ ‭I‬
‭urge‬‭you‬‭to‬‭support‬‭the‬‭motion‬‭to‬‭request‬‭a‬‭staff‬‭report,‬‭as‬‭identified‬‭in‬‭Item‬‭10.2.‬

‭Sincerely,‬
‭Regan‬‭Sunshine‬‭Brussé‬
‭Social‬‭Justice‬‭Advocate‬‭-‬‭Poverty‬‭&‬‭Housing‬
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