
Good evening to the Mayor and council,

I’m Meg Walker and I’m the climate equity coordinator and tenant organizer for the Social 
Development Centre, an organization that facilitates the Plan to End Chronic Homelessness. 
I’m here today to express my support Councilor Hamilton’s motion for staff to report 
back on a motion to prevent the forced removal of unhoused persons during extreme 
weather events.

In 2019, Cambridge city council voted to declare a climate emergency, recognizing the stakes 
and dire circumstances of the climate crisis. In 2021, Cambridge council also voted to support 
the 50% reduction by 2030 emissions goal along with the rest of the Region and its 
municipalities. You adopted the TransformWR report as part of your official plan and you have a 
climate adaptation plan specifically for Cambridge. All of this indicates to me that you recognize 
the very present and accelerating impacts of climate change. 

This is where I’d like to remind you that our unsheltered neighbours are the first people to feel 
the brunt of these extreme weather events and they have very few resources to protect 
themselves from it. Unsheltered people feel the impacts of climate change more acutely and 
regularly.

This is also where I remind you that by the Region’s own reporting, that the crisis of our 
neighbours becoming unsheltered has doubled to 28% from 14% in 2018. As a tenant organizer 
I can tell you that people are being evicted en masse throughout the Region, including 
Cambridge, with nowhere else to go because we are in a housing crisis. I work to prevent 
evictions and the people I am able to support represent only a fraction of the people who are 
being displaced in the Region. Encampments happen because there is not enough affordable 
housing, shelter space, or accessible resources. And evictions are traumatizing and harmful.

Encampments are the only recourse for people who have been abandoned by institutions who 
were meant to protect them. To displace already marginalized and harmed people during an 
extreme weather event is to double the harm already caused to them and to the violence of 
climate change itself. Displacing and evicting people from their only shelter against 
climate extremes is an act of violence - and I keep using that word because it is violence 
- against people who have already had so much inflicted on them. 

Please pass this motion for a staff report on prohibiting displacement of our unsheltered 
neighbours during extreme weather events. Having explicit policy protecting unsheltered 
people from displacement during extreme weather events is the least you can do for these 
people, who are our neighbours, our friends, our children, and part of our community.


